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On behalf of the members
of the Serra Club of
Knoxville, we wish to
extend our prayers for a
Blessed Advent and
Christmas season to you
and your families.

God Bless you!

Vocations ... Challenges ... Prayers ... Bishop Richard Stika

The Serra Club of Knoxville was blessed on November 12th with the
presence of Bishop Stika offering his thanks and support for our work with
vocations. He began by reminding Serrans that in two days he would be offi-
ciating at his second ordination to the priesthood. This is what the Serra
Club is all about—Vocations to the priesthood and religious life. Inquiring to
how many members were planning on attending the ordination by a show of
hands, Bishop Stika encouraged members to attend if they had never been
to a celebration of a ordination to the priesthood. A celebration of what we
pray for every day.

There are challenges ahead for us in
the world today. But there are things we can

do now. Start by telling someone whom you # -
have hurt that you are sorry. Bishop Stika s
asked us to think about all the times God has ‘S
forgiven us for the things we have done and \ %

how easy it is to say to God we are sorry. The
same holds true for individuals or even our na-
tion. Maybe if we did, our sons and daughters
would not have to go to Iraq and Afghanistan.
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Saying you are sorry and forgiving does not
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necessarily mean you forget. These are two different
things. Hopefully, with forgiveness we can begin to for-
get. This time of year Christmas and gifts are prominent
in our minds. We can't give a Christmas gift to God more
life giving that to love one another. Remember, when we
are angry with others, we carry this anger. We waste
time and energy on this anger when we often don't even
remember why we are angry in the first place. Think of
Jesus and his forgiveness on the cross. This is what he
extends to us—forgiveness and mercy.

People today are begging for faith. Christians
face challenges—faith is life. Itis agift from God.
There are many opportunities available for those who
thirst to learn about their faith. Jesus said to share the
faith with others. We need to be vigilant.

Bishop Stika said that he prays for President
Obama to have the wisdom of God that by prayers Obama
finds a path for peace in Afghanistan and Iraq. Life given
by God is precious, beginning at the moment of concep-
tion. Speaking about the Health Care reform legislation,
Bishop Stika is concerned that abortion would be funded
indirectly. Although not funded directly in the Health Bill
proposed, the abortion issue will be funded indirectly
thorough third parties. That is why we all need to be vigi-
lant.

Vocations .. Challenges... Prayers Bishop Richard Stika {Continued)

Bishop Stika spoke about the elections—
we need to pray for both the democrats and the
republicans. We must remain vigilant. Life is be-
ing slowly chipped away through issues we face.
Abortion is consistent now and euthanasia is law-
ful in some states. How many people voted in the
last election here in Knoxville. In some countries
people risk their lives to vote. Our nation is be-
coming fractured and apathetic. Voting affects
all of us. When we vote for a candidate that is
pro-choice, then we support the issues.

The most basic right in America is life,
liberty and the pursuit of happiness. Not, the
pursuit of happiness, then liberty, then life. A lot
of issues we face are basically human issues. Do
we ask "What Jesus would do?” Would Jesus be
pro capital punishment or would he allow people to
go without basic health care?

We need priests from our family, our
neighbors, our parishes. We need to actively pro-
mote, encourage and nourish vocations. We pres-
ently have in our diocese nine seminarians. Re-
member Saint Paul never tired of doing good.

Bishop Stika allowed questions from mem-
bers and encouraged everyone to continue to ac-
tively promote vocations.

the Annunciation. Amen.

A prayer for the increase of priestly and religious vocations by Bishop Richard Stika

Lord Jesus Christ, Son of the Eternal Father, Son of the Virgin Mary, we thank you for offering
Your life in sacrifice on the cross and for renewing this sacrifice in every Mass celebrated
throughout the world.

In the power of the Holy Spirit we adore You and proclaim Your living presence in the Eucharist.
e desire to imitate the love you show us in Your death and resurrection, by loving and serving
one another.

We ask You to call many young people to religious life and to provide the holy and generous
priests who are so needed in your church today. Lord Jesus, hear our prayer. AMEN.

LORD, JESUS, we ask you to send more servants to your people. Choose from our parishes, from our
homes, from our schools and colleges, an abundant harvest of apostles for your Kingdom: priests, sisters,
brothers, deacons and lay ministers.

We pray that those you call may never lose awareness of the dignity and need of their vocation.

O Virgin Mary, Mother of the Church, teach to all those the Master calls to say a joyful "yes" as you did at

(hittp:/Anevev. uscebh.org/vocations/prayereng.shtml)







