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Bishop Richard Stika - Guest Speaker for November 12 —
Bishop Stika is dedicated "o focus on vocations to the
priesthood and consecrated religious life as I travel through

the Diocese of Knoxville," quoting a recent letter from him
thanking the Serra Club of Knoxville for our donation to the
seminarian fund. This will be his focus when he speaks to us af
the November 12 meeting. Let's show our dedication by our
attendance. He also thanked us for the Shepherd Supper-

Take a bow, Helga and Jan!

Religious Sisters of Mercy of Alma Michigan

We were graced with the
new sisters to the Diocese of Knox-
ville at our October 22nd meeting.
Sisters Mary Christine, Sister Mary
Sarah and Sister Marie Lin started
of their program by saying that they
have benefited from the works of
Serran's throughout the United
States in their own vocations.

These works included vocations re-
treats for young people as well as
the prayer support. Sister Mary
Christine said, "We will never know
until we get to the other side how
much our vocations are due to your
prayers, especially the Prayer for
the Perseverance of Vocations.”

Giving thanksgiving for their
religious life, they stated three dif-

ferent points. First: Thanks to God
the Father from whom all vocations

come. Second: all the founders and
foundress' who have gone before us
founding religious communities inin
earlier times and when things were
difficult. And third: To Serrans for
the support they give them today.

The Sisters of Mercy were
founded by Venerable Catherine
McAuley in 1831 in Dublin Ireland.
They were re-founded in 1973 by
seven sisters in Michigan. There
mission is "Praise and worship of the
Triune 6od and everything we do is
directed toward God.” They have a
structure prayer life and live in
community. They live their common
life with vows and through their
Apostolate—the work that they do.

Some of the development of

the Religious Sisters over the cen-
turiesincluded the 1st schools east
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of the Mississippi, they then moved west with the first settlers to help
build hospitals and schools. They are nurses and teachers. They oper-
ate 800 hospitals, and 10,000 schools, colleges and universities. In 1967
there were more then 176 000 women religious in the United States, in
1990 less than half that number. Recently there has been an increase in
women considering the Religious Life, and one young lady has been sent
to the Motherhouse in Michigan to discern her vocation.

Sister Mary Christine will be working with Catholic Charities,
Sister Maria Lin will be working with the Inner Faith Clinic in Knoxville,
Sister Mary Sarah will be assisting at the Bishop's House. One more
sister will be arriving and she will be working with Evangelization at the
Chancery.

The Vows of the Religious Sisters of Mercy are Poverty, Chas-
tity, Obedience and Service to the poor, the sick and the Ignorant.
There order started with 7seven sisters and have grown to about 80
sisters now. They have 5 postulants and seven 1st year novices. They
begin as with 1 year of postulancy, begin being oriented to the new way
of life, followed by 2 years of novitiate, learning to live the life of the
vows prior to making lst vows. Three years are spent in first vows and
they are renewed for two years prior to perpetual vows.

The convent was obtained September 14th and was dedicated on
October 30th. Our diocese is blessed to have these sisters in our midst
and we will be praying with you for an increase in vocations not only to
the priesthood but also the Religious Life. Thank you for visiting with
us. Please come back and visit with us. We hope to see you again.

Deacon Chris Riehl's
Ordination to the
Priesthood, November 14

On November 14 Bishop
Richard Stika will ordain
Christopher Riehl to the
Holy Priesthood at 1000 a.m.
at the Cathedral of the
Sacred Heart. Serra Club
has been invited 1o host a
reception to follow the
ordination. Every Serran is
needed to help make this a
momentous occasion.
Volunteers are needed to
help prepare food, set up,
serve, and clean up. Please
call Hazel to volunteer your
services at 522-9984.

Fssay Contest

Ireligious education directors to encourage participation.

Highlights of Priesthood Sunday, October 25

e'd like to hear about it.

Serran USA

please call me, 522-9584.

The essay contest ig gearing up. The entry deadline is November 30. Please check with your parishes, schools, and

Many parishes celebrated Priesthood Sunday on October 25. At 5t. John Neumann Church, the DVD Fishers of
Menwas shown after all the masses. Coffee and donuts were served. Sacred Heart Cathedral held a Holy Hour to pray for
vocations. Thank you cards were available for parishioners to sign and were given to the priests. At Holy Family Church,
children gathered with Father Shriver to talk about vocations and refreshments were served. If your parish celebrated,

The Serra Club distributed 19 posters and information to the all parishes, schools, and Director of Religious
Fducations To encourage participation in Priesthood Sunday, and Serra Club sent cards to the priests of our area.

The Summer 2009 issue of the Serran USA magazine is outstanding. First, the cover is a copy of the icon, Christ the
Great High Priest, created by iconographer Mark Czarsechi. It is the definitive image for the Year for Priests in the USA.
All the details are on the fly page of the Serran USA. Second, the feature article is Pope Benedict XVI address
proclaiming the Year For Priests. Third, is a wonderful article on St. John Vianney by Bishop Bagrard of France, which tells
uch about the humble Patron Saint of Priests. Truly an exceptional issue, one to be saved. If you didn't get a copy,







