
 

 

Our guest speaker on June 10th was Sr. Timothea Elliott, 

 RSM from the Christian Formation Office of the Diocese of 

Knoxville.  Sister Timothea comes to us from St. John Vianney Semi-

nary in the Archdiocese of Denver.  Prior to her 11 years in Denver, 

she studied and taught Scripture in Rome for 17 years and taught at 

St. Joseph Seminary in the Archdiocese of New York for 8 years.  

Sister Timothea stated, “Through those years, especially in the USA, 

the Serra Club has been a constant support and I have many dear 

friends among the Serrans.”   

Assigned here by her Superior General in October, she re-

mained at St. John Vianney Seminary for the remainder of the aca-

demic year and arrived in Knoxville in May 17th.  She informed us that 

Sr. Maria Lin has left for Tulsa, Oklahoma to begin her residency in 

Psychiatric Medicine and Sr. Mary Elizabeth Ann has arrived from 

Portland, Oregon to become assistant Principal at St. Joseph’s School 

in Knoxville.  Our diocese is blessed with the arrival of all the Religious 

Sisters of Mercy in our diocese. 

Sr. Timothea then elaborated on her responsibilities with the 

Diocese of Knoxville, the Department of Christian Formation.  This of-

fice is the combination of Evangelization, previously coordinated by 

Sister Albertine and Religious Education coordinated by Father Rich-

ard Armstrong.  She is responsible for Catechetics, certification of 

catechists and our parish Directors of Religious Education.  Also in-

cluded is the Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults and children of 

adults, and all faith formation programs such as “Why Catholic”, Cur-

sillo, and other ways and means of enriching our faith.  In addition to 

all this, Sr. Timothea is responsible for assisting with a diocesan-
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Sr. Timothea Elliott, RSM    (continued from page 1) 

PRAYER FOR PRIESTS 

 

O Jesus, our great High Priest, hear my 
humble prayers on behalf of your priests.  
Give them a deep faith, a bright and firm 
hope and a burning love which will ever 
increase in the course of their priestly life. 

 

In their loneliness, comfort them.  In their 
sorrows, strengthen them.  In their frustra-
tions, point out to them that it is through 
suffering that the soul is purified, and show 
them that they are needed by the Church; 
they are needed by souls; they are needed 
for the work of redemption. 

 

O loving Mother Mary, Mother of Priests, 
take to your heart your sons who are close 
to you because of their priestly ordination 
and because of the power which they have 
received to carry on the work of Christ in a 
world which needs them so much.  Be their 
comfort, be their joy, be their strength, and 
especially help them to live and to defend 
the ideals of consecrated celibacy.  

                                (By J. J. Cardinal Carberry) 

Have you     

sent in your 

dues for the 

year? 

 

Single:  130.00     
Couple:  210.00 

Bring them to the next   
meeting or mail to: 

Joseph Orzechowski 

4313 Hicken Road 

Knoxville, TN  37938-4312 

based program for the education and formation of perma-

nent deacons.  Assisting her with this program will be Dea-

con Tim Elliott who is responsible for the continuing educa-

tion of deacons and recruitment of more candidates.  They 

will develop the curriculum and find professors to teach 

the men in this 4 1/2 year program.  

What does this mean for us as Serrans? We must 

continue to pray.  Sr. Timothea stated, “Prayer is para-

mount in raising up vocations to the priesthood and conse-

crated life and the diaconate.  Choose one day of the week 

to offer everything for vocations:  prayer, work, joys, suf-

ferings, acts of charity, sacrifices, etc, making it your per-

sonal vocation awareness day.”  We must also pray for the 

perseverance of existing vocations. 

Other suggestions she made (some of which we are 

already doing): 

  Send letters, cards to our seminarians along 

with care packages.   

 Organize vocation discernment day with parish 

youth ministers to raise vocation consciousness 

in the parishes. 

 Talk about vocations with young people, including 

Marriage, Priesthood and Religious Life.   

 Single life is a vocation if discerned in light of a 

positive dedication and service to God and/or 

ourselves. 

 Sister Timothea concluded by saying, “Holiness has 

to do with loving, and loving well, generously.  We do not 

find ourselves, our gifts, our strengths, until we give our-

selves away.”  “I would not give much for a love which is not 

at times EXTRAVAGANT.” (Cardinal Newman) 

 Thank you Sister Timothea for a delightful visit 

with us at the Serra Club of Knoxville.  Come visit again. 

$ $ 
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Annual Dinner—2010, Our Lady of Fatima 

 

Father Patrick Garrity with Deacon Dan Alexander 

Installation of  2010-2011 Knoxville Serra officers—left to right 

Deacon Dan Alexander, Joe and Jeanne Orzechowski,    

Ferrel Smith, Mary Ramsey, Florence and Leo Holland,        

Dee Dutkosky, Haxel Brimi and John Smith  Not pictured are 

Mona Manning at the organ and Harriet Keener. 

Joe Orzechowski presents Serra donation to 

Father Garrity to be given to Bishop Stika for the 

Diocese of Knoxville Seminarians. 

Presentation of the Gifts  

Past-President Hazel Brimi  

and new President Ferrel Smith 
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      fellow Serrans  and       Serran’s friends   

               

          Joe Bush    Andrea Cox’s Mother    Martina O’Brien              

                                   Carl and Alice Von Beulow 

 

Let Us Pray For the Recovery of . . . 

S erra International  is a volunteer organization of Catho-

lic men and women of various ages, races, occupations and 

backgrounds.  There are more than 20,000 Serrans in 44 different 

countries embracing more than 1800 Clubs.   

 Our Territory is worldwide, yet with a local focus in each Catholic 

community. Serra’s mission is to help foster and encourage vocations to 

the priesthood and religious life.  Pope John Paul II has said, “Serra is the 

lay vocations arm of the Church.”  

   We take our name from the Franciscan missionary Blessed  

Father Junipero Serra, the 18th century founder of a string of missions 

along California’s El Camino Real.  

 Founded in 1991, the Knoxville Chapter of Serra puts faith into 
action in many ways, to help encourage and support religious vocations. 

OFFICERS 

 

President ....................................Ferrel Smith 

President-Elect….................……Mary Ramsey  

Vice Presidents:  

Programs…………..........................Mona Manning  

Communications....Florence and Leo Holland 

Membership……………….......…...…Dee Dutkosky 

Vocations ………….….......Jeanne Orzechowski 

Secretary ………………….......….Harriet Keener 

Treasurer …...……..…........ .Joe Orzechowski 

Trustees ………………...........….....….Hazel Brimi 

                                               John Smith 

        Editor:  Angela Feltz, 

        3019 Rambling Road  

        Maryville, TN  37801 

 e-mail:  angie@serraclubofknoxville.org 

Pr ay  for  the  i n te nt i o ns  of  B i sh op  

St ik a ,  a l l  o f  our  p r i es ts ,  de aco ns ,  

r e l i g i o us  a nd  a l l  o f  o ur  s em i nar i an s .   

P r ay  a l so  for  a n  i n cr ease  i n  v o cat i o ns .  

SERRA CLUB OF KNOXVILLE 

www.serraclubofknoxville.org 

“  ……. We pray to  the Lord” 

OUR MEETINGS WERE 
BRIGHTENED BY OUR 

Guests…….   

Keith Feltz, Michelle 
Gianellie, Esther Golightly 

Dan McWilliams, and 
Carol Rhienhart 

Prayer for the Canonization of Blessed Junipero Serra  

Heavenly Father, we ask you to look lovingly on the missionary 

journey of your faithful servant, Blessed Junipero Serra. His 

steadfast efforts in founding nine missions in California and the 

conversion of thousands of Native Americans have inspired the 

formation and work of Serra International.  This ministry in 

Father Serra's name is to encourage and affirm vocations to 

priesthood and vowed religious life.  We pray that you bless this 

holy and courageous Franciscan missionary and grant him the 

ultimate honor of Sainthood in your heavenly kingdom. 

We ask this in the name of thy Blessed Trinity and of Mary, 

Queen of Vocations.  Amen.  


